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I	haven't	listened	to	such	an	interesting	book	in	ages.	By	comparing	and	contrasing	humans	with	other	apes,	De	Waal	offers	a	fresh	new	perspective	on	the	evolution	of	violence,	altruism,	moral	sentiment,	and	compassion	in	modern	societies.	Or,	does	it	make	us	sound	ape	enough	to	you?In	fact,	it’s	not	just	these	apes	but	various	other	communities
like	that	of	elephants	and	dolphins	that	behave	and	react	in,	what	we	would	like	to	call	"human-way"	.	When	people	do	evil	things,	such	as	when	they	commit	genocides	in	Bosnia	or	Rwanda,	we	call	them	"animals."	If	people	do	altruistic	things,	such	as	when	they	save	another's	life	or	give	generously	to	the	poor,	we	attribute	this	to	our	noble	human
morality.	If	learning	about	why	we	are	who	we	are	has	gotten	you	into	this	book,	as	mentioned	on	the	book’s	cover	too,	you	are	in	for	a	big	treat.Right	from	the	beginning,	the	parallels	that	Frans	draws	between	our	closest	cousins:	bonobons	and	chimpanzees,	and	us	will	leave	you	wondering	and	marveling	over	the	facts	and	theories	that	now	you
have	read	sound	so	obvious,	but	if	they	weren’t	kept	in	front	of	you	the	way	they	were,	you	Our	Inner	Ape	is	an	interesting	dose	of	research,	facts	and	theories.	Give	this	book	a	try	-	you	will	not	be	bored	and	you	will	reexamine	everything	you	thought	you	knew	about	the	human	condition.	But	what	if	we	are	just	as	given	to	cooperation,	empathy	and
morality	by	virtue	of	our	genes?	We	have	long	attributed	man's	violent,	aggressive,	competitive	nature	to	his	animal	ancestry.	Please,	Audible,	offer	more	like	this!	This	book	establishes	a	strong	and	systematic	argument	against	the	tendency	of	philosophers	to	oversimplify	human	nature.	I	highly	recommend	Our	Inner	Ape!	Have	fun	and	learn	all
about	the	ape	family,	including	chimps,	bonobos	and	homo	sapiens.	I	admit	I	hid	the	title	from	most	acquaintances	(but	did	recommend	it	to	my	friends	and	family).	Wilson	has	called	'the	world	authority	on	primate	social	behavior'	comes	a	lively	look	at	the	most	provocative	aspects	of	human	nature	-	power,	sex,	violence,	kindness,	and	morality	-
through	our	two	closest	cousins	in	the	ape	family.	Yes,	the	interpretation	of	the	behaviors	of	apes	and	the	conclusions	of	the	author	can	be	disputed	-	but	questioning	these	things	is	part	of	being	human	so	it	all	works	out	in	the	end.	Are	we	loner	at	our	core	and	living	in	community	is	just	a	forceful	tradition?	Is	our	core	all	dark	and	light	just	the
exterior?	The	author	is	witty,	thoughtful,	and	insightful.	Various	comparisons,	especially	the	ones	related	to	politics,	will	make	you	chuckle	because	of	the	bizarre	familiarity	that	they	have.Many	argue	that	selfish	is	the	real	nature	of	humans-beings,	that	without	being	self-centered	and	competitive,	we	couldn’t	have	made	through	the	survival	race	–	is
that	really	so	though?	Well	before	Enron	and	the	spate	of	corporate	scandals,	however,	Western	cultures	have	been	placing	increasing	emphasis	on	moral	responsibility	and	community.	I	listened	to	it	on	and	off	for	a	couple	of	weeks.	It	might	not	necessarily	be	the	case	for	those	who	are	already	equipped	with	knowledge	in	this	field.	We	call	them
"humane."	Both	sides	of	human	nature,	however,	are	tied	to	our	biology.	Don't	think	that	this	is	simply	aimed	at	the	animal	lover,	it	is	an	intreging	look	at	human	behaviour	through	the	lens	of	our	closest	living	relative.	With	convenient	simple	sentences	throughout	and	wittiness	sprinkled	here	and	there,	I	highly	recommend	this	book.Just	to	give	you
some	context:	the	only	book	that	I’ve	read	on	similar	topics	till	now	is	“In	the	Shadow	of	Man”	by	Jane	Goodall	(and	boy	was	I	impressed!)	Thus,	this	book	was	awfully	informative	for	me.	The	evening	news	casts,	the	workings	of	our	government,	our	codes	of	morality	have	all	taken	on	a	new	meaning	making	me	more	aware	with	greater	understanding.
Thank	you	for	making	me	realize	I	am	not	alone.	Does	that	sound	human	enough	to	you?	It	is	full	of	ideas	and	insight	about	human	nature	drawn	from	years	of	studying	bonobo	and	chimpanzee	societies.	...more	Overturns	so	many	of	the	common	ape	myths.	I	will	never	think	of	any	animal	the	same	way	-	and	I	will	not	ever	think	of	humans	without
thinking	of	our	closest	relatives.	We	are	much	closer	than	I	had	ever	imagined.	I	found	the	author	credible	--	only	occaisionally	far	out	on	the	limb	when	drawing	parallels	with	contemporary	human	behaviours.	The	bonobo's	female	dominance,	cooperative	nature,	and	use	of	sex	to	restore	peace	poses	a	challenge	to	certain	male-biased	theoriesthat
equate	humanity's	aggressiveness	with	progress.	I	am	delighted	that	I	did.	Excellent!	I	find	myself	relating	the	information	in	this	book	to	all	around	me.	A	new	outlook	on	human	behavior.	He	is	a	careful	observer	of	ape	social	behavior	and	knows	how	to	make	his	subject	extremely	relevant.	This	message	fit	the	Reagan-Thatcher	Zeitgeist	of	greed	as
the	foundation	of	the	free-market	system.	--	generally	a	reasonably	sober	and	well	balanced	researcher	and	conjecturer.	It	requires	you	to	rethink	your	preconceptions	about	human	"nature."	Very	thought	provoking	book.	If	learning	about	why	we	are	who	we	are	has	gotten	you	into	this	book,	as	mentioned	on	the	book’s	cover	too,	you	are	in	for	a	big
treat.Right	from	the	beginning,	the	parallels	that	Frans	draws	between	our	closest	cousins:	bonobons	and	chimpanzees,	and	us	will	leave	you	wondering	and	marveling	over	the	facts	and	theories	that	now	you	have	read	sound	so	obvious,	but	if	they	weren’t	kept	in	front	of	you	the	way	they	were,	you	might	never	have	noticed	them.	Our	Inner	Ape	is	an
interesting	dose	of	research,	facts	and	theories.	The	behavior	of	bonobos	is	so	different	from	humans	-	its	hard	to	imagine	living	as	they	do	but	we	could	benefit	greatly	from	adopting	a	few	more	of	their	traits	-	they	are	definitely	lovers	and	not	fighters.	I	was	looking	for	a	change	of	pace	and	tried	this	book	on	a	whim.	The	concept	of	religion	poisons
everything	is	instinctive	for	me	but	this	book	puts	facts	to	the	feelings	I	have	felt	all	my	life.	The	book	tries	to	touch	upon	these	endless	theories	and	questions	in	the	wake	of	evolution	and	our	study	of	the	same.	provocative	insights	into	ourselves	through	observation	of	our	nearest	relatives.	He	brings	these	apes	to	life	on	every	page,	revealing	their
personalities,	relationships	and	power	struggles,	creating	an	engrossing	narrative	that	explores	what	their	behaviour	can	teach	us	about	ourselves	and	each	other.	This	is	why	it’s	often	suggested	that	the	best	guarantee	for	world	peace	would	be	an	extraterrestrial	enemy.	This	is	because	until	recently	little	was	known	about	the	bonobo.	As	Gauguin
wrote	on	the	back	of	one	of	his	paintings	-	"Where	do	we	come	from,	who	are	we,	and	where	are	we	going?"	This	book	will	make	you	ask	similar	questions.	A	special	treat	was	hearing	it	read	from	the	author	himself.	We	could	finally	put	the	Orwellian	“war	is	peace”	rhetoric	into	practice.”	On	the	top	of	the	interesting	topics	that	OIA	deals	with,	the
way	it	has	been	written	is	highly	accessible	and	easy	to	grasp.	For	nearly	twenty	years,	Frans	de	Waal	has	worked	with	both	the	famously	aggressive	chimpanzee	and	the	lesser-known	egalitarian,	erotic,	matriarchal	bonobo,	two	species	whose	DNA	is	nearly	identical	to	that	of	humans.	Ranging	from	jealousy	to	kindness	to	cruelty,	these	animals	live
these	emotions	and	instincts	on	daily	basis.	burned	into	my	mind	is	the	information	that	at	the	current	rate	of	habitat	loss	for	chimpanzees	and	bonobos	--	their	habitat	will	be	entirely	gone	by	2040.	And	thank	you	for	having	the	guts	to	write	this	enlightening	and	informative	book.	O.	Along	with	EO	Wilson's	Consilience	and	J	Diamond's	GGS,	this	ranks
as	one	of	my	favorites.	This	work	has	given	me	courage	to	live	a	more	truthful,	honest	life.	Our	Inner	Ape	is	a	profoundingly	engaging	work.	Over	the	last	few	decades,	biologists	have	popularized	the	image	of	humans	as	driven	by	"selfish	genes,"	doing	only	what	is	good	for	themselves.	This	might	not	have	been	so	deeply	engraved	had	I	not	come	to
understand	these	beings	as	only	marginally	different	from	ourselves.	What	listeners	say	about	Our	Inner	Ape	Average	Customer	Ratings	Overall	4.5	out	of	5	stars	4.4	out	of	5.0	5	Stars	322	4	Stars	147	3	Stars	52	2	Stars	18	1	Stars	13	Performance	4.5	out	of	5	stars	4.6	out	of	5.0	5	Stars	190	4	Stars	60	3	Stars	15	2	Stars	8	1	Stars	2	Story	4.5	out	of	5
stars	4.5	out	of	5.0	5	Stars	189	4	Stars	66	3	Stars	10	2	Stars	10	1	Stars	4	This	is	science	for	everybody,	written	with	sound	knowledge	backed	by	experience	and	study.	The	chimpanzee	has	a	reputation	as	murderous	and	power-hungry,	whereas	the	bonobo,	the	hippie	of	the	primate	world,	seems	to	prefer	to	"make	love	-	not	war."	Both	apes	are
equally	close	to	us	on	the	primate	family	tree,	but	comparisons	with	chimpanzees	have	thus	far	dominated	the	media	and	literature.	A	great	way	to	learn	about	evolution	and	primate	behavior.	After	all,	humans	aren’t	as	unique	and	special	as	we	might	think	of	them	to	be.Apart	from	the	uncanny	physical	resemblance	that	our	cousins	share	with	us,
you’d	be	amazed	(at	least	I	was)	by	the	amount	of	behaviour	that	connects	us.	Whether	or	not	you	believe	that	humans	and	apes	are	leaves	hanging	from	the	same	branch	on	the	tree	of	evolution,	this	book	will	fascinate	and	surprise	you.	From	a	scientist	and	writer	whom	E.	“In	our	own	species,	nothing	is	more	obvious	than	that	we	band	together
against	adversaries.	Yet,	I’d	suggest	giving	it	a	try	for	its	accessibility	and	relatability.	These	animals	might	communicate	differently	than	us,	they	might	look	different	than	us,	but	to	strip	them	away	of	the	emotions	that	we	proudly	call	human	is	not	only	wrong	but	unreasonable.OIA	throws	light	on	various	aspects	of	power,	sex,	violence	and	kindness
that	is	as	prevalent	in	our	cousins	as	in	our	community.	I'm	an	avid	audiobook	listener	with	a	penchant	for	unabridged	science	recordings.	It's	also	a	darn	good	read!	Whether	or	not	you	agree	with	everything	de	Waal	writes,	you'll	be	intrigued	and	enchanted	and	will	come	away	with	plenty	to	think	about.	I	think	every	aspiring	philosopher,	lawyer,
and	social	scientist	should	read	this	book.	This	theme	of	the	duality	of	human	nature,	hovering	between	beast	and	angel,	is	brought	home	in	Our	Inner	Ape	by	looking	at	our	two	closest	animal	relatives,	the	chimpanzee	and	the	bonobo.	I	live	(and	work)	in	the	what's	considered	the	bible	belt	and	sometimes	feel	like	an	outsider	or	a	freak	for	my	beliefs
or	should	I	say	unbeliefs.	The	information	about	the	bonobo,	the	unknown	ape,	is	well	worth	the	price	of	the	book.
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